Language Arts 9 Course Outline 2016-2017
Term One: Mrs. West
Language Arts Learning Overview

The purpose of Language Arts is to motivate and encourage students to be competent, confident, and enthusiastic readers, writers, listeners and speakers, and to provide them with the skills to do so. Language skills are essential tools because they serve as the necessary basis for further learning and career development, and enable us as people to be enriched. Mastery of language skills will ensure that students enter the worlds of higher education and the workplace armed with the tools they need to be literate, confident communicators. 

This course follows Alberta Learning’s Grade 9 Language Arts Program of Studies and is designed to further develop the reading, writing, speaking and listening skills of eighth graders to help students prepare for high school. The course is focused on a balance of the six strands of Language Arts: speaking, listening, reading, writing, viewing, and representing. These strands are covered through a variety of topics including: whole class and individual novel studies, short stories, poetry, research and reports, and media literacy and film, within which students will explore a variety of oral, visual, and written communication. Students’ learning needs and interests will determine the length and depth of each unit.
Spelling, grammar, and vocabulary (key terms) are incorporated into units of study throughout the year in the form of skills-based activities and exercises.
BVHS Learner Outcome:  Learners should strive to be self-motivated, self-reflective, and self-advocating. They will strive to acquire 21st Century learner competencies and build on skills that empower them to be resilient, responsible, and responsive in order to foster lifelong learning capacities and empower themselves. They will strive to be active participants in their communities in a variety of ways.
For more information on the Alberta Language Arts curriculum for grade nine please visit the following link: https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/grade9_ela.html
Communication

I very much appreciate open lines of communication. The ultimate solution is when the students and I collaborate to seek answers to questions and solutions to problems. Therefore, when there is a question or problem, I encourage the students to come to me first. This allows students to build advocacy skills, which are essential for success at high school.

There are some situations where I may need to speak to a parent and there may be other situations where I need to speak to a student and parents together. In some cases, parents and I will communicate via email or phone, and in other situations, we may arrange a conference at the school. We often meet to discuss positive things too!

Evaluation

Besides engaging students in challenging curriculum, these courses guide students to reflect on their learning and to evaluate their progress through a variety of assessments. Assessments and evaluations will be in the form of self-checks, practice lessons, multiple choice questions, writing assignments, projects, research papers, essays, oral assessments, visual projects, presentations and classroom discussions, tests, small group work, completion of daily and weekly homework, organization and preparation for class, and continued independent reading. 

Students will receive or may be involved in the creation of rubrics for major projects. Much discussion will occur as students work through the process. I encourage students to show me their work prior to the due date; after meeting students should have a strong sense of what they need to do to meet their learning goal.

Students are given plenty of time to complete their projects and as such it is expected that they meet these due dates. Extensions may be granted if the student has requested an extension in advance of the due date or in urgent situations (illness, family emergency, etc.). Students should advocate for extra time when it is needed, however, they are also encouraged to use their class time well in order to avoid the stress of falling behind. 
Course Evaluation

Each term students will be receive a grade based on their term work.  

Report Period Evaluation

· Assignments

      35%
      
· This will include assignments that are formally published.                                         

· Tests and Quizzes                      25%  
· This will include reading comprehension quizzes and content specific assessments.      

· Portfolio                                     10%   
· This will include assignments, or portions of assignments, completed throughout the term.

· Diligence                                    10%        
· This will include homework completion, and process marks for written work.  
· Final Exam                                  20%

· The final exam, to be written in June, is comprised of Parts A and B of the Provincial Achievement Test (PAT).  
· THIS WILL NOT BE INCLUDED IN THE TERM ONE EVALUATION
Final Grade

· The final grade for the year long Language Arts 9 course will include an average of the four terms and a final exam, to be written in June, comprised of Parts A and B of the Provincial Achievement Test (PAT). 
· Average of the four terms              80%

· Final Exam (PAT)                          20%

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
In grade 9 there is an expectation that students will be monitoring their academic progress using powerschool. Parents also have the ability to monitor all of their child’s assignments and grades, as they are entered, through the use of powerschool. 
In Language Arts most assignments, projects, and study guides/reviews are available through moodle. Students are encouraged to bookmark this page and access it frequently. 
Students are expected to monitor due dates and when they have been absent complete work at recess, lunch or at home that evening. After the student has attempted the work they are encouraged to see the teacher if help is needed. 
It is important that students do their daily work.  Any work not completed during class must be completed for homework so they do not fall behind the rest of the class.  It is expected that each student will comply with the following expectations:

· Students are expected to arrive to class on time and ready to work.  This includes having supplies and books ready.

· Each student is expected to put forth his/her best effort in class.  This includes being respectful of all students and of their efforts.  When everyone is comfortable and not fearful of peer criticism, much learning can take place.

· Each student is expected to complete daily assignments and keep his/her notebook neat and complete including all notes, work and quizzes to assist in review.  

· Each student is responsible for work covered in class whether or not he/she is in attendance.  This may involve checking the moodle website (http://bearspaw.rockyview.ab.ca/) for posted homework and assignments, or coming to see his/her teacher for missed work. 

· Each student shall take the initiative to ask his/her teacher for help when material covered is not understood.  The best time for this is during the lesson.  Most misunderstandings can be easily cleared up if they are caught early enough.  However, if this is not possible, students encountering difficulties with material are welcome and encouraged to make arrangements for extra help at lunch or after school. 

· Finally, students must work cooperatively with others, and follow all directions and classroom procedures.  

Keeping the above expectations in mind, we are anticipating a year filled with discovery, growth, enjoyment and personal success for each student. 

Please feel free to contact me by e-mail (lwest@rockyview.ab.ca).

I look forward to the year ahead,

            Mrs. L West 
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