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A) COURSE DESCRIPTION

The major Science themes developed in this course are change, diversity, equilibrium and systems. The major concepts allow connections to be drawn among 4 units of the course; this is a provincially examinable science course that deals with the following units:

UNIT A: Nervous and Endocrine Systems 


(25% of course total time)

UNIT B: Reproduction and Development 


(20% of course total time)

UNIT C: Cell Division, Genetics, and Molecular Biology 
(40% of course total time)

UNIT D: Population and Community Dynamics 


(15% of course total time)
To be successful in this course, regular review and study is a must.  The material in this course is quite sophisticated and complex.  Be prepared to devote a minimum of 25 minutes of homework and study per school night for this course. 

To do well in this course you will have to: 

1) Work very hard and be responsible.

2) Ask a lot of questions. 


3) Attend extra help sessions; announced prior to tests or can be made by appointment.

4) Develop your memory skills.

5) Study like you never have before!

6) BE HERE every class unless is it absolutely unavoidable!
B) Course Outline

Unit A: Nervous and Endocrine Systems 


This unit uses the human organism as a model system to study equilibrium. The two systems studied are the nervous and endocrine systems. You can refer to Chapters 13, 14, and 15, in your text. (Endocrine and Nervous Systems)  

Unit B: Reproduction and Development

The main theme of this unit is how systems provide change. It includes sexual reproduction with an emphasis on the human reproduction. You can refer to Chapter 16 in your text. (Human Reproductive System, Pregnancy and Birth)

Unit C: Cell Division, Genetics, and Molecular Biology

The main theme of this unit is diversity. This unit includes cell and molecular biology of mitosis and meiosis as well as the role of genetics and DNA structure. You can refer to Chapters 17-20 in your text. You will have two exams on this unit. (Cell Division - Mitosis and Meiosis, Genetics, DNA)

Unit D: Populations and Community Dynamics

The main themes of this unit are systems, equilibrium and change. The unit studies how populations are constantly changing and the reason for these changes. You can refer to Chapters 21-23 in your text.  (Population Dynamics)
C) EVALUATION

There will be 5 major exams in this course that will happen at the rate of about once every 4 - 6 weeks.  Make sure that you are prepared for these, as they will test your knowledge thoroughly.  Ask questions! Choose a study partner(s) – they work too!  If you miss a test for a legitimate reason, you must make up that test on the day of your return. Advanced notice is given for each test and you should be prepared ahead of time. 

Your mark for the course will be made up by:








30% 

Labs, Assignments and Quizzes

40% 

Unit Exams

30%  

Diploma Exam

D) COURSE EXPECTATIONS

1. Labs/Assignments:  

a) Students should make every effort to pass in assignments on time.  A Late Assignment will be deducted 50%. 
Mr. Allard’s Late Policy Rational: 
i. Late homework will always be accepted but with a deduction of 50%. Therefore, it is in your best interest to ensure your work is completed on time. A late assignment is defined as not handed in at the beginning of the class that it is due. 
ii. I return assignments back fast, usually the following day, so that the students can see how they are doing on the concept that the assignment was designed to reinforce. I then incorporate going over the assignment and its correct answers as part of review so that we can build on that concept in the next lesson. By not having the assignment done the student will not have the necessary understanding to comprehend the next concept fully. By forcing the assignment in I am able to help them reinforce ideas and skills. 
iii.  Most of my quizzes that occur at the end of the week come from assignments or homework and my policy does force students to indirectly study more than they would if there were no policy. 
iv.  I always provide enough time to complete the assignment. If the student has some outstanding reason why the assignment could not be completed in time, I ask them to be advocates for themselves and explain their situation. If it seems valid then I provide them with an extension or defer the late mark deduction. 
v.  The strongest reason why I have such a strong late policy is it is a true deterrent for copying assignments. Many students just wait for the teacher to return the assignments back to the class and then copy the answers of one of their peers. As this is very difficult to catch and is unfair to those who do their homework on their own and on time, I have come up with this very effective late policy.

Lab work:

a) No more than four people can work together unless I give specific permission.

b) Credit for one or both of the partners may be denied unless both are actively working on the lab until the final cleanup is done.  For this reason, select your lab partner carefully.

c) Lab work is done cooperatively, but lab reports are done individually.  Copied work, partial or complete, is cheating. 

2. Attendance and Lates:

a) We only have approximately 82 classes in a semester.  I will work with you every way possible if you are legitimately and unavoidably absent to help you catch up.  This will not be true if you skip my class.  Most students find it difficult to recover from 3 or more absences in this course.  This is much too difficult of a course to skip class from!

b) I expect that by the time you get to grade 12, you can tell time and be responsible for your own punctuality.  While an occasional late is sometimes unavoidable, continuously being late is rude and inconsiderate both to me and all the other students.  After three lates, you have a problem and it will be dealt with.

c) You should not expect to leave class during the period; please come completely prepared every period.  Biology 30 is a very full course.  To fully and completely prepare you for the Diploma Exam, I need all of our allotted class time.  

3. Classroom Supplies:

 You are required to have in class (at all times) the following supplies:

· your notebook (organized) or binder with loose-leaf

· textbook

· notes on the current unit

· vocabulary booklet

· pens (blue, red, and an                                          extra)

· highlighter

· pencil and white eraser

· colouring pencils

· ruler 

· calculator (units 3 &4)

